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claims of the Christian Church. Those threatening years still lay
ahead in which Church and Empire alike were to undergo the
severest trials. The fall of Philip was the preface to this period
of distress. His rise as well as his overthrow had shown once
more in the sharp illumination of inexorable facts that * an emperor
could be made elsewhere than at Rome/ And, for those who had
eyes to see, it could no longer remain a secret that the army created
the emperors. Harsh reality had trampled underfoot the swelling
ambitions of the Senate. What was left to it was merely the right,
uncontested indeed but hardly ever in the future freely exercised,
to co-operate in conferring that legal sanction which established
a new master of the Roman world.